


 

 

Below is the letter received from USAC denying the funding for Head Start. 

 

 

DR1: The 17010564 - Head Start - Municipality of San Juan is not eligible to apply for E-rate funding on 
behalf of the entities listed on this application. The Puerto Rico Department of Education has stated they 
are the only entity that can file for E-rate funding for Puerto Rico public schools. As the state education 
agency in the commonwealth, Puerto Rico Department of Education has the governing authority for all 
Puerto Rico public schools. The Secretary of Education for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico has 
certified that only the PR Department of Education is authorized to apply for E-rate funding for public 
schools. Furthermore, the Director - Legal Division, Puerto Rico Department of Education states, "Local 
Law 40 recognizes only the City of San Juan as a Local Education Agency (LEA), and therefore it is the 
only city that can apply for E-Rate discounts." Thus, you are not eligible to apply for E-rate discounts on 
its own, and the public schools in Puerto Rico can only be funded on applications filed by the Puerto Rico 
Department of Education. <><><><><> DR2: The FRN is denied because the Head Start entities 
17010910, 17010975,17010977,17010978,17011090, 17011091, 17010980, 17011093, 17010982, 
17010985, 17010986, 17010988, 17010989,17010990,17011094,17011095,17010992,17011096, 
17011097, 17011098, 17011099, 17011104, 17011105, 17011152, 17011107, 17011108, 17011109, 
17011110, 17011111, 17011112, 17011113, 17011116, 17011117, 17011121, 17011127, 17011129, 
17011130, 17011134, 17011138, 17011141, 17011145, 17011146, 17011147, 17011148, 17011149, 
requesting service in this FRN do not meet the State of PR statutory requirements for elementary 
education.  Consistent with Federal Communications Commission guidance, state law definitions that 
apply only for the purposes of receiving E-rate discounts are not acceptable.  Therefore, Head Start 
entities remain ineligible for funding in the state of Puerto Rico. 



 

 

In reference to appeal 64610.   That funding was denied.   We have attached a 
copy of LAW 40 as it was referenced in the RFCDL.   The law states, that only the 
Department of Education can apply for ERATE funding for Schools in PR.  That 
public schools within the municipalities are not allowed to apply for Erate. The 
Department of Education will assume that responsibility     

Head Start is not part of the Department of Education, and Law 40 does not apply 
to the division of Health and Human Resources and Head Start.   

 

The person who reviewed the appeal was mistaken and we kindly request that 
Head Start be eligible for Erate Funding as stated in the USAC web site. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration 

 

 


